[image: image1.jpg]N



​                 (Fill in Your Agency) 
           Training Bulletin

                          Emergency Medical Identification Recognition
# 2011-01 JANUARY 2011 
Why issue this training bulletin? In 2010, (Replace with Agency Name) (Fill in title--Officers, Deputies, Troopers) responded to (fill in number of) medical and wandering related calls for service. Law Enforcement officials are often first to arrive on scene, making it imperative to provide (officers) with information about tools supplying vital life saving information. 
You have responded to a report of an elderly woman walking near traffic. When you arrive you find her talking to several motorists who are trying to restrain her. She says she needs to find her son who is on the other side of the highway, yet when you look there is no one there. She appears dazed, confused, and keeps trying to walk back into traffic. 
As you assess the situation you realize the woman is wearing an emergency identification bracelet. Flipping over the tag, you discover her name is Bethany and she has dementia. A phone number leads to a hotline that is able to provide you with her Caregiver’s information, and Bethany is safely returned to her family without major incident.   
As a first responder you should be aware that over 2,000,000 people nationwide wear or carry identification such as a bracelet, necklace, or some other type of medical jewelry. Such identification can be used to obtain important information about a person’s conditions and needs so time is not wasted in an emergency. 
Medical identification may appear to be normal jewelry; therefore it is important first responders are able to recognize the many different styles of medical IDs.
Most IDs will feature the Staff of Asclepius (a serpent coiling around a rod) bordered by the words MEDIC and ALERT. IDs are commonly worn as  bracelets or necklaces, but the possibilities are endless. Shoe tags, dog tags, and even watches can contain important medical information. 
Identification tags usually bare engraved medical information with a hot line to call and member identification number that can be used to obtain additional knowledge about a person’s medical or personal history. With these details, first responders can decrease on-scene times and rapidly provide for patient needs. 
When arriving on scene, recognizing medical identification will lead to more effective treatment and less time searching for important information. People who wear medical bracelets have taken the first step by asking for help and providing pertinent information about themselves. (Fill in title—Officers ect..) should be aware of and recognize potential information sources so they can provide as much assistance as possible to persons experiencing a medical emergency.
References MedicAlert Foundation’s Emergency Information Services Training Program (2010)
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